Tenecteplase (TNK tissue plasminogen activator): A new fibrinolytic for the acute treatment of myocardial infarction.
Tenecteplase, a new fibrinolytic with longer plasma half-life and greater specificity for fibrin than alteplase, achieves rapid thrombolysis in patients with acute myocardial infarction. Similar TIMI grade 3 flow rates at 90 minutes have been observed with tenecteplase and alteplase. The efficacy and safety of tenecteplase have been confirmed in a large trial, ASSENT-2, demonstrating similar mortality rates at 30 days and a lower rate of noncerebral bleeding complications when compared with alteplase. The convenience of a single bolus treatment may facilitate the initiation of early and efficient reperfusion. (c) 2001 Prous Science. All rights reserved.